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The most important achievement of this many-sided
activity was the creation of an independent Bulgarian
Exarchate as a rival to the Greek Patriarchate of Con-
stantinople : a schism consummated, after a prolonged
and bitter struggle, in 1872, as a prelude to the Bulgarian
State which was founded six years later. General
Ignatieff, the indefatigable commander-in-chief of the
Panslavist forces, had dreamed of a Bulgaria extending
through the major portion of the Balkan Peninsula, and
he is reported to have said, when the San Stefano treaty
was signed: lt Now let the Greeks swim to Constanti-
nople 1"

Russia's favourable attitude towards their claims
in Crete could not console the Greeks for her enmity
everywhere else. Prince Gortchakoff, who was but a
lukewarm Panslav, openly advocated the desirability
of the island's union with the mother country, and the
rebellion of 1866-1868 throughout its duration enjoyed
the approval of Petersburg as much as it endured the
disapproval of London. But the policy of General
Ignatieff had left no room for gratitude in the liellenic
breast. Many Greeks in Turkey, having come to the
conclusion that the Turk was a less dangerous enemy
than the Russian, made common cause with the Young
Turks and supported Miclhat Pasha, preferring an Otto-
man Constitution to a Russian Liberation: which,
remarks the Tsar's representative at Constantinople,
" credit un etat de choses curicux." l

The Greco-Turkish crisis of 18801881 offered the
Hellenes another opportunity for gauging Russia's dis-
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